@ Seattle

*Sumner

@ Tacoma

oUQlympia
From Seattle:
Follow 1-5 South to 1-405, North to SR-167,
South to SR-410 East. Follow Sumner exit signs.
From Tacoma:
Follow River Road East to SR-161, North (Meridian
St. N.) to SR-167, North to SR-410 East. Follow
Sumner exit signs.
From Olympia:
Follow 1-5 North to SR-512, East to SR-167, North
to SR-410 East. Follow Sumner exit signs.

For MoORE INFORMATION

Ryan House Museum
(253)863-8936

City of Sumner

(253) 863-8300
WWW.Ci.sumner.wa.us.
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The preparers of this tour thank the many individuals who
contributed to its production. Every effort has been made to
verify facts and we regret any inaccuracies. While we have
listed many buildings and sites, this is only a sampling of the
rich history of Sumner and its architecture. You are invited to
continue to walk and see our treasures.
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A guide to areas more accessible by car.
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11. Phoenix (Masonic) Lodge, 1005 Main Street. This two-
story brick building with a flat roof and decorated crenellation
was designed in 1924 by William Aitken and constructed by
William A. Blackadder to house the Spencer & Fryar Grocery
Store and offices. One commercial front has been altered. The
other commercial fronts remain with the original transoms and

flat canopy roof. In 1952, the same architect designed a second
story alteration to allow a lodge room and banquet room.

12. 1101 Main Street, In 1903 this building was constructed
as a bank. The vault remains inside today. The structure is a
two-story brick utilitarian building with a flat roof and a floral
pattern on the cornice. The first floor front has been altered.

13. 918 Cherry Avenue, This two story building is constructed
of brick and stucco with a gable roof and side parapets. There
is a row of wrought-iron brackets below the second-story
windows. The commercial front has been altered where the
segmental arched window area has been partially covered with
newer brick. The second story was originally built as a private
residence.

Visible from this block, across the railroad tracks are the

Site of old BNRR Railroad Depot, In 1873 Northern Pacific
announced that Tacoma would be the terminus of their rail line.
Northern Pacific officials said they could not stop along the
line until a depot was erected. George Ryan built a depot at his
own expense and paid the salary of the agent for a year. He was
reimbursed later, and Northern Pacific took over the station.
The advent of the railroad did much to stimulate the town. After
the railroad came through, the town was platted on the Kincaid
Donation Land Claim. Industries such as food processing plants
sought sites along the railroad. When fruit shipments would
arrive at a cannery, the train whistle would call workers. Until
1962 the Sumner city limits could be reached within a fifteen-

¢ minute walk from
the terminal. The
original depot
has since been
removed and
replaced with the
- Sound Transit
commuter rail
station. Opened
-|1in 2001, the
new station
incorporates
public art
designed by T.
Ellen Sollod
and based on the community’s history. The two metal trellis
structures greet commuters entering the station. The roof of each
pays homage to Sumner’s past with the pattern of hops vines
that cast shadows on the sidewalk below. Accompanying tree
grates of a stylized hop blossom design are used throughout the
station. The Station’s buildings mimic the historic architecture of
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the old hops barns and
chimneys of the drying
kilns.

800 Traffic Avenue,
Located directly across
from the historic
location of the Sumner
Depot, this building is

a single-story wood-
frame structure with

a gable roof and large
side wooden doors. It
was constructed in the
1930s by the Burlington
Northern Railroad for maintenance purposes. It now contains a
feed and farm supply company.

14. 0ld Sumner Hotel, 817 Cherry Avenue. The Old Sumner
Hotel was located close to the original Sumner Railroad Depot.
The two-story wood-frame cottage was built around 1890 and
originally stood at the triangle facing old Narrow Street. The
old hotel now contains several apartments.

15. Sumner City Hall, 1104 Maple Street. This two-story
brick building houses the City administration offices and police
department. The City purchased the property from Laura
Ranney in 1928, the same year that Sumner’s status changed
from a town to a city with a population of 1,426. The original
building at the northwest corner was constructed in 1935, and
the eastern addition was opened in 2001.

16. Whitworth College site,

A lot was deeded as a site for the Presbyterian Church by John
Kincaid, and the Church was erected in 1877. Once a month,
Dr. George H. Whitworth rode out from Seattle to preach.
Whitworth College began in Sumner at the Presbyterian Church
in 1883 (as an academy). Its focus was on liberal arts. In 1890,
the College moved to the block bounded by Alder on the east,
Cherry on the west, Academy on the north and College (now
Park Street) on the
south. The institution
enrolled both men
and women. In order
to reach a larger
number of students,
the College moved

to Tacoma in 1899
and then to Spokane
in 1913, where it is
presently located.
When the College
moved from Sumner,
the building became a hotel. After a fire in 1918, the building
was destroyed. The first edifice to be built on the grounds was
St. Andrew’s Catholic Church.

17. Loyalty Park, The property now known as Loyalty Park
was once planted with hops as part of the 160 acres farmed by
L.F. Thompson. The park was donated to the City shortly after
the disaster of the hops industry, the aphid disease of 1892-
1893, at which time the few wealthy growers lost everything
including their homes. Until about 1913, the park property was
covered with brush and weeds along with many maple trees.

In about 1914-1915, the City installed sewers and paved the
main streets around the park. The bandstand was moved from
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THE STATION’S BUILDINGS MIMIC THE HISTORIC

ARCHITECTURE OF THE OLD HOPS BARNS AND
CHIMNEYS OF THE DRYING KILNS.
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“Hocking Square” to the park. In 1914 the Women’s Civic Club
of Sumner was organized, activity plans were made and the
park became a reality.

18. Sabha Poolman House, Private Residence, 1309 Park
Street. Around 1916, Saba Poolman, owner of Woodland
Park Floral, worked with Allie N. Paulhamus to draw up plans
for Loyalty Park which included walkways, plantings, and a
bandstand as the center of attraction.

19. Pasquier House, Private Residence, 1401 Park Street.
This is the family home of the Pasquiers, local business
entrepreneurs, who opened the lumber operation, The Hewitt
Lee Funk Company in 1914. This became the Pacific Lumber
Company and Pasquier Panel Products, still in operation today.

20. Private Residence, 1132 Park Street. Exemplifying
the pleasing architecture around Loyalty Park, this home is a
two-story wood-frame bungalow with a cross gable and shed
roof. There is a half-round window in the gable end with fanned
mullions.

21. Walter Heath House, Private Residence, 604 Sumner
Avenue. This two-story wood-frame cottage was built by
Walter H. Heath around 1900. Heath had an active role in the
development of Sumner and was involved in the formation and
early activities of the Rhubarb Growers Association. When the
family moved to Montana in 1916, they rented the house to one
of Sumner’s more colorful characters, State Senator Corydon
“Nifty” Garette.

22.“The Elms,” Private Residence, 315 Sumner Avenue.
This home was built and originally occupied by L.F. Thompson
and is a fine example of the mansions of the late 1880s with
period woodwork and frescoed ceilings. Levant Frederick
Thompson was born in New York and eventually made his way
to Washington Territory. He started and operated a mill near
Fort Nisqually (Steilacoom) until 1855, served in the Army and
then moved to Sumner. Some credit him as the original grower
of hops in the area. Mr. Thompson was elected to serve Pierce
County in the First Session of the Legislative Assembly of the
Territory of Washington. He was also one of the incorporators
and directors of the Merchants’ National Bank of Tacoma,
director of the Washington National Bank and president of the
Farmers” and Merchants’ National Bank of King County.

23. W.H. Paulhamus House, Private Residence, 313 Wood
Avenue. This two-story wood-frame cottage was built in 1882
by Elijah C. Meade and later acquired by W.H. Paulhamus when
Meade lost his investment in hops. Paulhamus organized the
Puyallup and Sumner Fruit Growers Association. The farm,
known as Maple Lawn, became a national testing ground for all
agricultural products as an early research station. Paulhamus
became Vice-President of the Puyallup Fair its first year in
1900 and served as president from 1906 to 1925.

24. Weaver Apartments, 1314 Maple Street. Originally
owned by Ralph Weaver and constructed by William A.
Blackadder in 1925, this was one of the first apartment
buildings in Sumner. Ralph Weaver originally lived on the entire
first floor with his family.

25. Ryan House, 1228 Main Street. George Ryan was
instrumental in establishing the town of Sumner and became

its first mayor in 1891. The east wing is the original 1860’s
Kincaid/Seaman one-room cedar cabin; the property was sold
to George Ryan in 1872 and enlarged in 1875. The Ryans added
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the main section of the
house in 1885 with
wood from their own
sawmill. Ryan heirs
donated the house to
the City to be used

as Sumner’s Library
in 1926. The library
was moved to the
new building on Fryar
Avenue in 1979. The
Sumner Historical Society now occupies the City-owned Ryan
House, and the grounds are part of the Sumner parks system.

26. The Wade Calavan huilding, formerly at 1202 Wood
Avenue, was once an elementary school and later housed the
Sumner School District Administration. The building was
constructed in the 1920s,
replacing the original
Sumner School building
of 1891, a grand three-
story building with a

bell tower that housed

all grades until a fire in
1924. A model of the old
school can be seen at the
Ryan House Museum.
The new School District
Administration building,
built in 2004, repeats
some of the design details '
of the original Sumner
School, including the
cupola, steep dormers, and
location on the center of
the site. Etchings of school
scenes adorn the walkways

Ryax House
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NOTABLE STUDENTS OF SUI\/INER’S
SCHOOLS INCLUDE

Clara McCarty, first graduate of the
University of Washington in 1876. She
off Wood Avenue. received a Bachelor of Science degree.
After post-graduate work at U.C. Berkeley,
27. 0ld Methodist McCarty was elected as the first female

Church, 1313 Washington. Pierce County Superintendent in 1890,
N vat i before women were even allowed to vote.
Oow a private resiadence,

: : Brigadier General Chester Clifton,
this former church, built military aide to President John F. Kennedy
prior to 1903, is a single-

story structure with a

clipped gable roof and front cross gable. Major windows are
lancet arched two-or six-pane double hung. The steeple has a
hip roof with finials with brackets in between rectangular vents.
There are two raised gable roofed over-the-door entries with
wood post supports and balustrades. The double doors have
transoms. The parsonage house is attached to the main building
and is part of the residence.

28. 1400 hlock of Mason Street, As a result of a
prosperous agricultural economy in the valley, several homes
were built on Mason Street in the 1890s. Fine examples include
1427 and 1428 Mason Street.

29. 1207 Main Street, This structure was originally built
for Puget Power in the 1930s. It is an one-story cement-block
utilitarian building with a flat roof and raised cornice. The
center recessed entry has side quasi-art deco pilasters with a
stepped gable peak and circle design. Above the door are three
true arched recessed windows.
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